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Centenary of Spiritans in Brazil
In December it will be 100 years since the Congregation began working in Brazil, and the centenary
has been observed in various ways: an international Spiritan congress on Justice and Peace in Sao Paulo
in February; the printing of a history and a necrology of the Spiritans in Brazil; and a general assembly in
Sao Paulo from 18-25 July with the Superior General presiding and Spiritan and Holy Rosary Sisters
among the 125 taking part. The following is an abridgement of an article written by Fr. Enda Watters,
who was one of the three founders of the Brazil South-West District and who as General Assistant has
visited the other Districts.
Although as far back as 1845 Fr. Libermann had considered undertaking a mission in Brazil, it was only 40 years later that the first Spiritans arrived, on 1 Dec. 1885, in the port
of Belem at the mouth of the Amazon. A group of seven
French priests, they had come at the request of Spiritantrained Bishop Macedo da Costa to staff the junior seminary
in Belem. They worked there until 1897, and in that year
work was taken on in the Diocese of Manaus, a vast territory that had only eight priests. The Bishop of Manaus had
appealed to Mgr. Le Roy for help, and Fr. Xavier Libermann,
a nephew of the Founder, was sent out to organize the
work. He stayed for a year and the Congregation started
two missions, one in the town of Manaus and another about
1100 kms. upstream, in Tete. Tete was made a Prefecture
Apostolic in 1910 and entrusted to the Congregation, with
Mgr. Michel Barrat as Prefect Apostolic. He resigned in
1946, when Dutch Spiritans came to take over from the
French, and, though French Spiritans no longer work in Brazil, it should be remembered that it was they who provided
the first 50 years of Spiritan presence in the country.

GERMAN Spiritans came to Brazil in 1927 to work in the
Jurua region of the Tete Prefecture, and Jurua was made a
separate Prelature in 1931 . Its Bishops (all Spiritans) have
been Bishops Heinrich Ritter (1935-42), Josef Hascher
(1947-67) and.Heinrich Roth (1967- ), who has had Bishop
Ludwig Herbst as his Coadjutor since 1979. In addition to
the 18 Spiritan priests and three Brothers, there are five secular priests, a community of Marist Broth_ers and five congregations of Sisters with over 100 members, many of them
local. There is a diocesan junior seminary and also a Spiritan junior seminary, with some 15 students.

Carauari (Tete Prelature) on the Jurua River.
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The population of 155,000 is widely scattered and travel
is difficult throughout the District. None of the towns are
linked by roads, and the missionaries must travel in small
canoes hollowed from tree trunks, in motor launches or by
light aeroplane. The rivers meander and the distances are
great. For instance, from Cruzeiro do Sul (where the Bishops and the District Superior, Fr. Siegers, reside) to Tarauaca is 230 kms. and takes 50 minutes by air but by boat is
2189 kms. and takes nine days. In such circumstances the
work of the Spiritans is difficult and exhausting and any indepth catechesis and evangelization is almost impossible.
Although confreres live alone in half of the parishes, they are
in radio communication with each other, and the Prelature
was granted a licence for a radio broadcasting station in
1983. Worthy of special mention is the leprosarium run by
84-year-old Fr. Heinrich Pohlen.
In 1948, the Germans, along with the Dutch in Tete,
decided to open a senior scholasticate at Teres6polis, near
Rio de Janeiro. This was the beginning of the four Districts
that were to develop in the south of the country. Two junior
seminaries were also begun: at Emilian6polis, Sao Paulo, in
1953, and at Salete, Santa Catarina, in 1958. The latter is

still functioning and has given vocations to the Congregation . The house of theology is now in Sao Paulo, and also a
house of philosophy. Parishes were taken on in the states
of Sao Paulo, Santa Catarina and Parana, and the German
group was constituted as a· separate District of Brazil South
in 1964. Noteworthy is the parish for victims of Hansen's
disease in Curitiba, Parana, run by Fr. Hubert Roebig and Br.
Isidor Wartenberg. Fr. Gregor Lutz is in charge of the National Liturgy Department of the Bishops' Conference in Brasilia. At present there are 42 confreres in the District.
In 1946 a group of 10 DUTCH Spiritans went to Tefe to
take over from the French confreres, who were leaving Brazil
because of their advanced age . One of the newcomers,
Mgr. Joachim de Lange, took over as Prefect Apostolic that
year and in 1952 was ordained Bishop. When he retired in
1982, he was succeeded by Dom Mario Clemente Neto, the
first Brazilian Bishop in the Congregation. Parishes were
established in 1946 at Carauari (1043 kms. from Tefe), in
1950 in Foz do Jutaf and in 1958 in ltamarati ( 1860 kms.
from Tefe).
After Vatican II and Medellfn the pastoral work of the Prelature was oriented towards the formation of leaders and of
basic communities. In the decade 1965-75 'development'
became intimately linked with evangelization. In 1979 Puebla emphasized the preferential option for the poor, the family and youth, and the assembly of the Prelature in 1980
accepted these as its priorities.

were led by Fr. John Jordan,
a veteran missionary from Nigeria, and were soon joined
by three young priests. From
1964-67 the Irish worked in
abandoned parishes in the interior of the states of Sao
Paulo and Goias. In 1967,
much against the will of the
Bishop, the work in Goias was
phased out and the personnel
were concentrated in the
state of .Sao Paulo.
The Irish Spiritans arrived
at a particularly exciting period, which also involved the
other groups. Vatican II was
in session and its decisions
Dom Mario Clemente Neto
were quickly implemented in
Brazil; the so-called revolution
of March 1964 led to a repressive military dictatorship that
lasted until March 1985; Paulo Freire's writings on the pedagogy of the masses and conscientization were having a profound effect on Church thinking, espec;ially as regards the
setting up of basic communities and the training of lay leaders; in 1966 the National Conference of Bishops approved
the basic Pastoral Plan that continues in existence today;
Medellfn adapted Vatican II to the Latin American situation;
Dom Helder Camara was emerging as a national leader;
South American theologians were beginning to find hope for
the continent in the theology of liberation.
Young Spiritans continued to arrive from Ireland and by
1980 the District, named Brazil South-West, had 4 7 members. From the early 1970s the whole group began to meet
twice a year to reflect together on the reality of the Church in
Brazil. Their reflections led them gradually to take the option of working with the poor in the periphery of the great
cities - Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Recife. More recently
they have gone to the state of Rondonia in the Amazon
Basin . People uprooted from all over the country are arriving there as the government offers land to those willing to
clear and develop it. Inevitably serious problems arise in
such a situation, and it is a very difficult apostolate. The
Irish group staff the theologate in Sao Paulo, provide the
assistant novice master in Ceilandia, and Fr. George Boran is
responsible for the youth pastoral planning office of the Bishops' Conference.

Cardinal Arns of Sao Paulo addressing the Spiritan Justice
and Peace meeting in February.
The area covered by the Prelature is more than half that
of France, and some parts of it are 2000 kms . from Tefe .
Except to Carauari, all travel _is by boat and can take up to
15 days. Of the population of 97,000 some 76,000 are
considered Catholics. Fr. Michael Feeney and two lay pastoral workers minister to the Indians and in 1984 contacted
1,696 Indians in eight different tribes, studying their history,
culture and land situation. The Catholic radio station, directed by Fr. Paulus Verweijen, is a powerful instrument for
education and evangelization. He is also responsible for the
radio contact between the mission stations.
Although the city of Manaus is not within the territory of
the Prelature, the Spiritans working there form part of the
Tefe District, which is known as Amazonia. One German
and three Dutch confreres look after four parishes in the city .
Spiritans in the District number 23.
·
In 1948 the Dutch, like the Germans, turned to the south
to look for vocations. Parishes were taken, mostly in the
heavily populated state of Minas Gerais, and houses of formation opened at T eres6polis ( 1948), ltauna ( 1954) and
Divin6polis ( 1963). These were later closed, but today there
is a novitiate at Ceilandia, Brasilia, and a house of philosophy
in Belo Horizonte. The District of Brazil Central was officially
set up in 1963 and today counts about 40 members.
The first IRISH Spiritans, three in number, arrived in Brazil in 1963, in response to an appeal from Pope John XXIII
to the Irish Church to send priests to Latin America. They
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Civil war in Angola caused the exodus of a considerable
number of PORTUGUESE Spiritans from that country in
1975, and some of them found a new field for their apostolate in Brazil. Parishes were accepted in the interior of the
states of Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, and after the Generalate visitation of 1978 the group was constituted the District of Brazil South-East, with Fr. Francisco Correia as superior. They number 20 and work in the Dioceses of Jales
and Bragan<;:a Paulista in the state of Sao Paulo, and in the
Dioceses of Rio de Janeiro, Nova lgua<;:u, Niteroi and ltaguaf
in the state of Rio de Janeiro. Some of their parishes are in
particularly poor areas where the crime rate is high.
The BRAZILIAN FOUNDATION is the fruit of a century
of Spiritan presence in Brazil and of close collaboration between the Districts in recent years. A small number of Brazilians entered the Congregation early in the century and
were sent to Europe for formation. Today numbers have
increased: there are 23 professed members and 7 houses of
formation Ounior seminaries in Cruzeiro do Sul and Salete,
houses of philosophy in Sao Paulo, Belo Horizonte and Manaus, a novitiate in Ceilandia, and a house of theology in Sao
Paulo).
While they do not want to form a seventh District, the
Brazilian Spiritans do wish to maintain their specific identity.
Their elected representative, Fr. Jose Carlos de Oliveira,
meets with the six District Superiors on an equal footing . At
present they are studying a project to undertake a mission in
the north-east of Brazil, and one member, Brother Pedro Falcao Freire, is working in Angola. The full flowering of the
Foundation will undoubtedly, in God's good time, be a Brazilian Spiritan Province.
·

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 14 June, appointed Fr. Maurice FRECHARD as Superior
of the French Seminary in Rome for a second three-year
term beginning on 30 August;
• on 14 June, appointed Fr. Manuel SANTOS NEVES as Superior of the Generalate Community for one year, beginning on 1 September;
• on 28 June, confirmed the election of Fr. Jean SAVOIE as
Provincial Superior of France for a three-year term beginning
on 28 June;
• on 28 June, appointed Fr. Theodorus KOENEN as District
Superior of Bangui for a second three-year term, beginning
on 15 October;
• on 8 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Norman BEV AN as
Provincial Superior of USA East for a three-year term beginning on 17 August (permission was obtained from the S.C.
for Religious for Fr. Bevan to continue also as a General
Councillor until next year's General Chapter);
• on 8 July, appointed Fr. Leon ZAREMBA as Provincial Superior of Poland for a three-year term beginning on 1O
July;

The Genera/ate, seen from the convent of Maria Ausiliatrice.

• on 30 August, appointed Fr. Roger BILLY as District Superior of Madagascar for a second three-year term, beginning on 15 September.

vincial of Switzerland, will be free to take up the appointment. Fr. Bert Noonan, of England, arrived in September to
succeed Fr. Ted Holmes as General Secretary, and Fr. Tony
Geoghegan, of Ireland, has taken over in the Spiritan Centre
from Fr. Myles Fay, who has been appointed to the East
African Foundation. Brother Clement Rey has also left after
a one-year assignment. The community is grateful to
Frs. Kieffer, Holmes, Fay and Burgraff, and Brother Clement,
and wishes them "buon /avoro" in their new assignments.

The Generalate

Cor Unum Fund

The Generalate has been undergoing some changes recently, both in its material structure and in its personnel.
The structural changes have been brought about by Fr. Joseph Burgraff, who came from Belgium in March 1984 for
the purpose. Several parts of the building have been
changed for a more effective use of space, the heating
system has been changed from oil to gas, and the chapel
has been redecorated, with a mosaic and four stained-glass
windows by Brother Piet Werker of the Province of Holland.
The windows of Frs. Laval and Brottier were put in in November last year, and the mosaic (of Emmaus) and the windows of Frs. Poullart des Places and Libermann in July this
year.

This year the General Council distributed US $ 510,000 in
aid to the circumscriptions through the Cor Unum Fund, covering about 80% of the requests received. A considerable
amount of this went to buildings for scholastics in Nairobi,
Enugu (Nigeria), Brazzaville, Bangui and Ghana. The money
for distribution comes from certain permanent funds set up
by benefactors, but also from contributions from the Provinces and Districts, and the General Council is always grateful for the solidarity shown.

• on 17 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Leonardus van.
KESSEL as District Superior of Bagamoyo for a three-year
term beginning on 17 July;

Fr. Michel Kieffer, who has been the community superior
for the past four years, left at the end of September for
Yugoslavia, where he is to help Fr. Albert Thielemeier to
make the Congregation known. Fr. Manuel Santos Neves is
to act as superior for this year, until Fr. Bernard Mathis, Pro-

••
The Genera/ate chapel.

Chapters and other meetings
During the summer, Chapters were held in Canada (21-24
May), USA East (17-21 June), Poland (24-28 June), TransCanada (1-5 July) and England (1-12 July). Germany (11-14
June) and France (20 June-2 July) held Enlarged Provincial
Councils, and Brazil held its General Assembly from 18-25
July, with the Superior General present for the centenary of
the Spiritans in Brazil. As a result of these meetings there
were new Provincials elected in USA East (Fr. Bevan), Poland
(Fr. Zaremba) and France (Fr. Savoie), and all the meetings
were occasions for renewed commitment to the work of the
Congregation.

French Guiana
One of the visitors to the Generalate this summer was
Brother Abel Rome, a 66-year-old Martiniquan Spiritan who
has been working in French Guiana since 1977. After working for three years at the home for Amerindian boys at Mana
(where Mother Anne-Marie Javouhey, foundress of the Cluny Sisters used to work), Brother Abel for the past four
years has worked at Maripasoula, the furthest mission in the
interior, some 300 kms. up the Maroni River, which separates French Guiana from Surinam. Here he has built and
runs a home for 55 boys (six of them Amerindians and the
rest Africans of the Boni tribe). The Bonis are one of four
African groups that escaped from slavery in Surinam and
took to the forest. The boys live in the Home during school
terms so as to be able to attend the primary school in the
village. The Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres run a similar
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Southern Africa
The District suffered a tragic loss on 28 August, when
Fr. Josef Zepf, 50, was found stabbed to death by robbers
at the mission station of Sheridan . Fr. Zepf had gone out as
a young missionary to the Diocese of Bethlehem in 1963
and was Vicar General of the Diocese from 1979 to 1982.

Book News

Br. Abel Rome and some of his pupils.
home in Maripasoula for girls. The parish priest of the village
(pop . 450) is Fr. Andre Boblin, 86 years old but still active in
this lonely outpost.
Three other Spiritans (helped by
FMM Sisters) work along the Maroni River: Fr. Michel Bindault at Providence, Fr . Eugene Weber at Apatou and
Fr. Frederic Boyer at St. Laurent . Frs . Bindault and Weber
are fluent in Takitaki, the Durch-based patois spoken by the
Africans up river.

The Pope's Visit to Africa
Spiritans have contributed much to the development of
the Church in four of the seven African countries visited by
Pope John Paul II on his third visit to Africa, from 8-19
August. He spent four days in Cameroon (Yaounde, Garoua, Bamenda, Douala), one day in Bangui, two days in
Zai're, where he beatified a Zai'rean nun, Sister Anwarite, and
three days in Kenya, where on 18 August he presided at the
main Mass of the week-long International Eucharistic Congress in Nairobi. The general secretary of the Congress was
a Spiritan, Fr. Paul Cunningham, who did an excellent job
with the complicated arrangements for an event that gathered over a million people, including several thousand from
abroad .

USA East
Duquesne University's Institute for World Concerns held
an international seminar on the Integration of Faith and Culture from 12-17 May. The Institute is headed by Fr. Cassian
Yuhaus, C.P., and the seminar's chairman was Fr. Cornelius
van der Poel, C.S.Sp. It brought together 70 participants,
including the Superior General, several Bishops and distinguished theologians and missionaries. The lectures dealt
with the theological and anthropological aspects of culture
and with practical implications for Asia, Africa and America .
Later, from 20-23 June, the Institute, in conjunction with
Stauros International, held a congress on the theme of Power and Powerlessness - especially the powerlessness of the
poor, of women and of the disabled.

Mexico
On 1 August, the Spiritans in Mexico opened a house of
studies in Tampico for the first Mexican candidates for the
Congregation: two Huastecan Indians. Fr. Antoine Mercier
of Canada is the director, and the students will follow
courses at the diocesan seminary of Tampico, which is
across the street from the Spiritans' rented apartment. The
Mexican mission was begun in the State of San Luis Potosi
in February 1971 by the Province of USA West. There are
nine Spiritans working there today.

Fr. Henry Koren has just brought out another book on the
history of the Congregation, this time on the Spiritans in the
United States, from 1745 to the present day. It is called
The Serpent and the Dove and runs to 411 pages . As many
other Provinces have contributed personnel to the United
States, it is a book of wider interest than to the U.S. Provinces alone. The listed price is $ 19.50, but there is a special price for orders from Spiritans: $ 12.60 for those in the
U.S. and $ 13.60 (by surface mail) to those abroad. This
price is conditional on the order being accompanied by a
cheque for payment in U.S. dollars by an American bank
(processing cheques on foreign banks costs $ 5 or more per
cheque). Orders and payment should be sent to : Spiritus
Press, 915 Dorseyville Road , Pittsburgh, PA 15238.

Jubilarians
70 Years of Profession:
8 Jan.

: Fr. lsalino GOMES (Portugal).

60 Years of Profession
8 Dec.

: Br. Hermann-Josef STICKELMANN (Germany) .

50 Years of Profession:
13 Nov.
17 Nov.
5 Dec.

Brs. Barthelemy KACZINSKI (Switzerland) and
Filip MALINOWSKI (France) .
Br. Benignus FLOOD (Ireland) .
Brs. Firmin HENRY and Adelphe OSTERMANN
(France) .

50 Years of Priesthood:
27 Dec.

: Fr. Gerard BOCQUILLON (France).

30 Years a Bishop:
20 Nov.

: Mgr. Gerard de MILLEVILLE (France).

Our Dead
13
23
29
2
7
14
23
28
30
31
11
13
14
24
26
29
30
31
7
16
21
23
30

June
June
June
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
Aug .
Aug.
Aug.
Aug .
Aug.
Aug .
Aug .
Aug .
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Fr. Mel BANNON (Kenya) , 72 .
Fr. John J . McHUGH (USA East), 72 .
Fr . Armando PINTO (Portugal), 75 .
Fr . Gerardus SOUDANT (Douma), 55 .
Fr. Pierre GRENIER (France), 82.
Fr. Augustin BERGER (France), 76.
Br. Jose VIEIRA (Portugal), 61.
Fr. Emile PAQUIN (France), 80.
Fr. Maurice AUBREY (France), 78.
Fr. Francis X . SCHILLO (USA East), 76.
Fr. Alfons KASPER (Germany), 78.
Fr. Antonio BRASIO (Portugal), 79.
Br. Gerand ROBO (France), 75 .
Fr. Joseph KLIPFEL (France), 71.
Fr. Josef ZEPF (Sthn Africa) , 50.
Fr. Jose de Oliveira ANDRINO (Angola), 68 .
Fr. Henri VENET (France), 63.
Fr. Adolphe SCHLURAFF (France), 78.
Fr. Antoine EBERLEN (France), 70.
Fr. Joseph de ROBILLARD (Mauritius), 64 .
Fr. Gerardus PUBBEN (Holland), 76.
Fr. Gerard T . FOLEY (Ireland), 75.
Fr. LoTs WOLFF (France), 85 .
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